
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



March 19, 1897 286 

According to the provisions of article 2 of the same decree passengers 
coming from ports known to be infected are not allowed to enter Prance 
except by Panillac, St. Nazaire, Havre, and Dunkirk ; they shall undergo 
examination for a period of eight days in the first two ports and four 
days in the two other ; their baggage will also be disinfected. 

Accept, etc., Patenotbe. 

Hon. Seceetaey of State. 

INDIA. 

Plague in Bombay — Remarks on the official summary of deaths and births in 
the city of Bombay for the week ended February 9, 1897. 

Bombay, February 12, 1897. 
Sie : The total number of deaths reported has increased from 1,645 
for the previous week to 1,911 this week, and the population has been 
further reduced in consequence of the exodus which still continues. 
Business of all kinds has gone from bad to worse, and the situation is 
very serious in all its aspects. 

Population according to census of 1891 821,764 

Present population, for the purpose of this report, estimated at one-half the 

above 410,882 

Total number of deaths reported for the week 1, 911 

Total number of deaths for corresponding week last year 514 

Mean of the corresponding week previous five years 540 

Allowing that one-half the population has left the city, the proportionate 

number of deaths based on the mean of the previous five years would be 270 

Number of deaths last week that may be attributed to plague 1, 641 

Average per day from plague 234 

Number of deaths from plague officially reported for week 745 

Average per day 107 

Probable average number of deaths per day from plague reported as having 
died of other diseases 127 

Total per day 234 

Officially reported death rate for last week per 1,000 119. 65 

Officially reported death rate for corresponding week last year 30. 94 

Mean number of deaths reported for corresponding week previous five years... 32. 65 
Actual death rate per 1,000 last week, based on one-half population as per last 

census 239.30 

Number of births reported last week 98 

Number of births reported for corresponding week last year 266 

Mean number of births reported for corresponding week previous five years... 294 

S. C/OMFOET, 

United States Consul. 
JAPAN. 

Smallpox at Hiogo and Osaka. 

Hiogo, Japan, January 21, 1897. 
Sie : Confirming my dispatch No. 86, dated November 21, 18S6, advis- 
ing the Department of State of the prevalence of smallpox at Hiogo 
(Kobe) in epidemic form, I sincerely regret having to advise the Depart- 
ment of State that since, the day of the dating of the dispatch above 
referred to the number of cases reported to me by the sanitary authori- 
ties of the prefecture as having been treated in the city of Hiogo (Kobe) 
are 870, of which 465 proved fatal. The number of cases reported in 
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the several subdivisions of the ken or prefecture exclusive of the city 
above referred to exceed by some 40 the above-stated number. 

Smallpox appeared in Osaka, 18 miles distant from Hiogo (Kobe), on 
the 6th ultimo, and since that date the number of cases reported have 
been 1,257, of which 421 proved fatal. In order to show the progress 
of the disease in Osaka since its outbreak in epidemic form a copy of the 
weekly returns received at this consulate from the sanitary authorities 
is herewith transmitted marked "Inclosure 1." 

I have, etc., James F. Connelly, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 

Copy of smallpox statistics received at the United States consulate at Hiogo (Kobe), Japan, 
from the sanitary authorities at Osaka, Japan. 



Date. 



Smallpox 



(New eases. Deaths. 



Reported up to December 6, 1896 

December7 to 13. inclusive 

December 14 to 20, inclusive 

December 21 to 27, inclusive ... 

December 28, 1896, to January 3, 1897, inclusive.. 

January 4 to January 10, 1897. inclusive 

January 11 to January 17, 1897, inclusive 

Total to date 




10 
27 
13 
43 
72 
67 
189 



Infectious diseases in 1896. 

Yokohama, Japan, February 15, 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith a preliminary report of 
infectious disease in Japan during 1896, which, though incomplete in 
some respects, affords, on the whole, a fair idea of the sanitary condi- 
tions of the past year. 

With the exception of some seventy cases of cholera, most of which 
occurred in the neighborhood of Tokyo and Yokohama, and nearly half 
in the month of January, no infectious disease of importance was re- 
ported until May, when began a severe and widespread epidemic of 
relapsing fever. This, a new disease in Japan, was undoubtedly im- . 
ported from the seat of the late war in Manchuria. The outbreak con- 
tinued until September, and the mortality was for this disease, at least 
in certain districts, very great ; although, as the Government has not as 
yet furnished any statistical reports on the subject, I am unable to give 
any details with regard to it. The regulations for dealing with the 
better known infectious diseases were quickly applied in the case of 
relapsing fever, and, apparently, with beneficial results. 

In June, smallpox of an exceptionally virulent and fatal type 
appeared in the ken of Hiogo, the occurrence of this disease in sum- 
mer being hitherto almost unknown in this country. The unusual 
mortality of the malady, in the prefecture named, may, perhaps, have 
been due to the exceedingly bad sanitary condition of the district, 
resulting from extensive floods early in the year ; the people being in 
abject poverty, badly fed, crowded in such houses as were not 
destroyed, and all drainage of the soil, natural or artificial, seriously 
disturbed. Variola remained almost strictly localized in Hiogo Ken 



